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(57)Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a small, 



lightweight and highly reliable recorder in which ink 
can be supplied surely through a simple arrangement 

y 
l 

* by providing a liquid/ gas separating means not 
§ permeating ink but permeating gas in a negative 

pressure introduction passage between an ink tank 



and a negative pressure introducing means, and a breaking means at a part in the way of 



the passage. 



SOLUTION: A sub-tank 501 mountable removably on a carriage moving along guide shafts 



503A, 503B is provided, at a section for containing each color of ink, with an ink intake 



opening, a suction opening, openings 501A-C communicating with the atmosphere, and an 



ink supply opening. A seal member 532 on the forward end side of an arm member 531 



supported by a supporting member 533 while being urged by a spring 534 is connected to 



a suction pump 513 through a suction pipe 512 to form a sealing member 532B for closing 
openings 532A, 501 B, 501 C which can be interconnected to a suction opening 501 B. 
Further, a member 505 not permeating ink but permeating gas is provided at the opening 
532A and when a recording head 502 is at a home position, cap parts 524, 525 ascend to 
cover a nozzle part 502A and sealing member 523, 532 close openings 501 A, 501 B. 
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